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LaSalle-Peru Township High School Board of Education

Learn...Grow...Lead...Excellence is Our Standard!

Having closely reviewed the LPHS Facility Master Plan 
and sifted through the feedback from other community 
members, the LP Citizen Task Force recommended on 
Wednesday night that the Board of Education pursue a ref-
erendum question on LP’s facility improvements but at a 
reduced $38 million price.
“This is a package that is $29 million less than the $67 mil-

lion proposal. It focuses on repairs and renovations versus 
creating new instructional space,” read the Citizen Task 
Force recommendation presented to the Board of Educa-
tion.
“It has been 54 years since voters approved a bond mea-

sure to address facility improvements to LaSalle-Peru 
Township High School. With borrowing costs near historic 
lows, and construction costs continuing to rise, the task 
force believes it is the right time for LPHS to pursue voter 
support for a bond measure to fund its highest priority facil-
ity improvements.”
Community feedback, gathered through a mail survey 

and phone poll, showed that district residents overwhelm-
ingly said the high school improvement proposal was too 
expensive and the tax impact too large. Many residents 
did not see the need to add instructional space to the high 
school—including the proposed STEM facility—given cur-
rent and projected enrollment.
At the same time, our residents said they do care about 

our young people’s future and understand the need to 
properly prepare them for college and the workplace. They 
understand the need to keep students and teachers safe, 
as well as remove obstacles for persons with disabilities. 

The public opinion research also identified residents’ sup-
port for tackling building improvements that will lower en-
ergy costs by as much as $78,000 per year, extend the life 
of the high school, eliminate costly emergency repairs, and 
save taxpayer dollars.
To accommodate the reduced cost and reflect commu-

nity feedback, LP’s architecture team of Kmetz Architects 
and Legat Architects are developing plans that would focus 
on the necessary health/life safety and energy efficiency 
improvements along with classroom upgrades but without 
the previously planned STEM wing and academic resource 
library wing expansions. 
Board President Tony Sparks commented that the up-

grades are necessary and overdue, and that the district 
must address outdated classrooms to reduce distracted 
teaching and learning.
If placed on the November ballot and approved by district 

voters, the tax impact of the $38M plan is currently estimat-
ed to be $11.60 per month on a home valued at $100,000, 
which is approximately $139.20 per year.
The Board will now review this recommendation and the 

community feedback for the next month. The Board will 
decide during the 
August 17 Regular 
Meeting whether 
to place a refer-
endum question 
on the November 
ballot.
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